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School of Medicine announces 2021 Match Day results 
 
MARCH 24, 2021 
 
Fourth-year students from the Joan C. Edwards School 
of Medicine found out Friday where they will train for 
the next three to seven years. A total of 75 students 
from the Class of 2021 students matched, representing 
a 100% match rate for the class. 
 
Coordinated by the National Residency Matching 
Program (NRMP), the main residency match process 
uses a computerized mathematical algorithm that pairs 
the preferences of applicants with the preferences of 
residency programs, resulting in a best result for 
graduating students. Due to COVID-19, Marshall’s 
traditional Match Day celebration was canceled. Many 
of the students, instead, opened their results at home with their families. 
 
“This class has continuously shown its resilience and dedication to the medical profession throughout the 
pandemic,” said Amy M. Smith, B.S.N., M.Ed., associate dean of student affairs. “The matching process 
is highly competitive, and a 100% match rate doesn’t happen by chance. These students have put in a 
tremendous amount of hard work and study hours in preparation for this day.” 
 
Fifty-six percent matched into primary care residencies, which are identified in West Virginia as family 
medicine, internal medicine, internal medicine/pediatrics, pediatrics and obstetrics/gynecology. Other 
students were accepted into anesthesiology, emergency medicine, general surgery, neurology, orthopaedic 
surgery, otolaryngology, pathology, psychiatry and radiology programs. Four students also matched in the 
military match that occurred in late 2020, and one student participated in the San Francisco Specialty 
Match earlier this year for ophthalmology. Twenty-one students will remain in West Virginia to complete 
their residency training. 
 
“Match Day is such an incredible experience for medical students,” said David Bartlett, president of the 
fourth-year class. “It’s the culmination of all our hard work and dedication over the last several years, not 
just in medical school, but also the path that led here. It’s the finality of knowing that as we finish our 
journey as students, we learn where we will begin our journey as physicians. As a first-generation college 
student I couldn’t be more excited for the opportunity I have to be a part of this profession and to 
represent Marshall. Go Herd!” 
 
Across the country, this is the largest match on record, according to the NRMP with 48,700 registered 
applicants submitted program choices for 38,106 available positions. 
 
View the complete published match list for the School of Medicine’s Class of 2021 
at https://jcesom.marshall.edu/media/59590/jcesom-class-of-2021-match-list-published.pdf. 
——————- 
Photos: Fourth-year medical students Ben Frear, Ife Fuwap and Allison Thompson share their 2021 






Marshall to host a series of student artwork exhibitions 
 
MARCH 24, 2021 
 
The Marshall University School of Art and Design has a series of student exhibitions coming up this 
month and next. The Birke Art Gallery is hosting the 35th Annual Student Juried Exhibition through 
Friday, April 2, followed by Foundations Review: Selected Student Works from April 13-23. 
 
Also, at the Charles W. and Norma C. Carroll Gallery, graduating students will mount their Senior 
Capstone Shows in rotating exhibitions that run from Monday, March 29 through Thursday, April 22. All 
events are free and open to the public. Visitors to the galleries must wear face masks and follow social 
distancing guidelines. 
 
“For art students, a gallery exhibition is practice for professional careers. The chance to display one’s 
artwork in a gallery is an opportunity to fully commit to what one has created,” said Jamie Platt, the 
galleries director for the School of Art and Design. “It is a moment of truth. Artwork leaves the safety of 
the studio and stands boldly for all to see. It is a locus of communication where a human being engages as 
an artist with those outside of themselves.” 
 
The 35th Annual Student Juried Exhibition is popular and one of the most exciting exhibitions of the 
year, Platt said, as Marshall art students are challenged to submit their best work. An outside juror 
reviews the work and selects best of the best to be part of this annual exhibition. Eight of the artworks 
will be awarded cash prizes. 
 
This year’s juror is Erika B. Hess, a painter recognized for her use and interest in color. Her work has 
been exhibited nationally, including locations such as Prince Street Gallery in New York City, Last 
Projects in Los Angles, and the Boston Center for the Arts. Her work has been featured in various 
publications and was selected by John Seed to be featured in “Fifty Memorable Artists 2015.”  Hess also 
created the podcast, “I Like Your Work,” and is a co-founder of MUSA Collective, an artist-run 
collective in Boston. 
 
“This year’s exhibition promises to be an eclectic mix of painting, drawing, printmaking, ceramics and 
sculpture,” Platt said. “Visitors to the gallery will have a front row seat for the early personal explorations 
of some extraordinary student artists.” 
 
There will be a virtual awards reception at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 24. Attendees must preregister 
for the virtual reception. To register, visit the news and events tab of the 
website: https://www.marshall.edu/art-galleries/news-and-events/ 
 
Following on the heels of this exhibition is Foundations Review: Selected Student Works. One of two 
milestone exhibitions at the School of Art and Design, this show catches students early in their academic 
careers. The works in this show are hand selected by faculty and include a wide range of media, including 
printmaking, photography, drawing, painting, sculpture and ceramics. 
 
There will be a virtual awards reception on Wednesday, April 14, at 5:30 p.m. Attendees must preregister 
for the virtual reception. To register, visit the news and events tab of the 
website: https://www.marshall.edu/art-galleries/news-and-events/ 
 
Both exhibits will be in the Birke Art Gallery inside Smith Hall. The Birke Art Gallery is open from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Mondays and Wednesday or by appointment. Visitors may schedule a visit to the Birke Art 
Gallery by calling 304-696-4312 or by emailing galleries@marshall.edu. 
 
The final offering of the Spring 2021 exhibition calendar is a series of four Senior Capstone exhibitions 
that begin Monday, March 29, at the Charles W. and Norma C. Carroll Gallery. The gallery will be 
transformed weekly by seniors presenting bodies of artwork that represent the culmination of their 
undergraduate careers. 
 
This year’s graduating class will present works of painting, drawing, audio, video, ceramics, sculpture, 
photography, printmaking and graphic design. Student Shen Liu invented a novel solution to the problem 
of food delivery during a pandemic. Visitors to Liu’s exhibition will see a prototype of the delivery 
vehicle made using a 3D printer along with a video and posters describing his design. 
 
Senior Capstone exhibitions will be on view Monday through Thursday, by appointment. To schedule an 
appointment, simply call 304-696-7299 or e-mail tylert@marshall.edu. There will be a virtual reception 
for each group. Attendees will see each student give a brief presentation about their work. Attendees must 
preregister for the virtual receptions. When signing up, they will see information about how it is necessary 
to only sign up once. To register, visit the news and events tab of the 
website: https://www.marshall.edu/art-galleries/news-and-events/ 
Dates for the Senior Capstone Exhibitions are as follows: 
 
• Group 1: March 29 – April 1, 2021 Virtual Reception: 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 30 
• Group 2: April 5 – 8, 2021 Virtual Reception: 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 6 
• Group 3: April 12 -15, 2021 Virtual Reception: 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 13 



















MUIT to offer virtual office hours to assist with 
technology needs 
 
MARCH 10, 2021 
 
To continue supporting 
Marshall University faculty 
and staff and students, MU 
Information Technology is 
offering virtual office hours 
twice a month beginning in 
March 2021. These virtual 
office hours will take place 
via Microsoft Teams from 
1:30 – 2:30 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Thursday 
of each month. 
 
During these sessions, attendees can get help with anything from Microsoft Teams to understanding 
quarantine messages. These open discussions will allow participants to work through technology 
challenges and learn tip and tricks as well as solutions to common tech problems. 
 
Each session will begin with a short presentation about a different IT service. The following topics will be 
covered this month: 
 
Thursday, March 11: 
Collect data the fun way with Microsoft Forms 
 
Thursday, March 25: 
What else can we do with O365 
 























Session on autism services and resources to take place 
March 31 
 
MARCH 24, 2021 
 
As April is Autism Awareness 
Month, we invite you to join 
the Alliance for the Economic 
Development of Southern West 
Virginia for an educational 
session on Autism Resources in 
WV, as part of the state-
renowned 40 TOP Virtual 
Series. More than 1,600 West 
Virginians have participated in 
these educational sessions since April 2020. 
 
Wednesday, March 31 – 10 a.m. 
 
Learning about Autism – WV Services and Resources 
Live Discussion on Microsoft Teams: (registration required) 
**The video roundtable link will be emailed out 48 hours prior to the meeting.** 
 
Moderators: 
Sara Payne Scarbro, Operations Council Chair, Alliance 
Marc Ellison, Executive Director, West Virginia Autism Training Center 
 
Panelists: 
Dr. Jason Conaway, Coordinator ,West Virginia Department of Education, Office of Federal Programs 
and Support, Special Education Services 
David George, Self-Advocate, Ohio County 
Rhonda Stout, Special Education Teacher, Greenbrier County Schools 
Amy Boone, Parent, Greenbrier County 
 


















Applications being accepted for 2021-22 student 
Presidential Ambassadors 
 
MARCH 24, 2021 
 
Students interested in becoming a 
Presidential Ambassador for the 
2021-22 academic year must apply 
by Friday, April 2. The online 

















Ona added to Mountain Stage lineup 
 
MARCH 24, 2021 
 
Presented by Mountain Health Network, 
West Virginia’s own live radio program, 
Mountain Stage, has announced Ona has 
joined the lineup on the outdoor concert to 
be held on the Huntington campus at the 
Joan C. Edwards Stadium on Friday, 
April 16, at 7:30 p.m. This event will be 
held rain or shine. 
 
Mountain Stage is proud to announce 
Huntington’s own Ona will be added to 
the City of Huntington’s 150th 
Anniversary Celebration. NPR Music raved that Ona is “an indie-rock/alt-folk symphony that that 
seamlessly captures a sense of wanderlust … I have no doubt that the band will have even more brilliant 
rock orchestrations for our wanting ears.” 
 
Formed in Huntington in 2013, Ona is comprised of longtime friends Brad Goodall (keys), Bradley 
Jenkins (vocals/guitar), Zach Johnston (bass), Max Nolte (drums) and Zach Owens (guitar). Ona’s debut 
record, American Fiction, reached critical success appearing on NPR best-of lists and SIRIUS Radio 
airplay, in addition to their debut performance on Mountain Stage. Their highly anticipated second 
record, Full Moon, Heavy Heart , features nine songs co-written by the band. 
 
Mountain Stage’s lineup will also feature singer-songwriter and prolific pianist, A.J. Croce, as well as the 
powerhouse Alabama-based rock-and-roll soul band St. Paul and the Broken Bones. Additional acts will 
be announced at a later date. 
 
All seating in the Joan C. Edwards Stadium on the Huntington campus of Marshall University will be 
general admission. Seating will be socially distanced. Doors at the stadium will open at 6:30 p.m. All 
local, state and federal guidelines regarding COVID-19 in place at that time will be enforced. 
 
General admission tickets for this performance of Mountain Stage are $60. Price includes all taxes and 
fees. To purchase tickets, visit ticketmaster.com, or call the Marshall Artists Series at 304-696-6656, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 
Mountain Stage is sponsored by Mountain Health Network, AT&T, Huntington Foundation – in memory 
of Frank E. Hanshaw Jr., West Virginia Division of Culture & History, Steptoe & Johnson, the Touma 
Foundation, Appalachian Power, Strictly Business Computer Systems,  Huntington Federal, Cabell 
Huntington Convention & Visitor’s Bureau, Anonymous, Marsha Slater – State Farm Insurance, Dr. 














Latest craft beverage summit to focus on relationship 
between growers, bottlers 
 
MARCH 24, 2021 
 
The Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI), 
Brilliant Stream and the West 
Virginia Food and Farm Coalition 
announce the latest in a series of 
statewide events to support and 
expand the burgeoning craft beverage 
industry in West Virginia. 
 
The number of craft beverage 
producers in West Virginia has 
tripled since 2014, with at least three 
breweries and four distilleries 
scheduled to open this year, 
according to BrilliantStream.com, 
which tracks the industry in the Mountain State. 
 
“Craft: A Farm to Bottle Summit” will convene Tuesday, April 20, from 6 to 8 p.m. The virtual gathering 
will focus on the symbiotic relationship between growers and craft beverage makers, with a special 
emphasis on helping famers better understand the specific needs of the craft beverage industry, said Bill 
Woodrum, director of Entrepreneurship and Agricultural Innovations at RCBI. 
 
“This latest craft event will provide answers to many of the questions that existing suppliers and farmers 
who are considering growing for the craft beverage market have about the industry,” Woodrum said. “For 
example: ‘What crops are bottlers looking for? How does a grower become part of the supply chain? 
What should you consider when creating contracts? Is it OK to provide crops that are not visually 
appealing, those that are considered seconds or even thirds?’” 
 
The event will conclude with a Pour It Forward happy hour from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Participants are 
encouraged to grab a glass of their favorite West Virginia craft beverage for an informal networking 
session with other like-minded people, Woodrum said. 
 
To register for the free event, visit www.rcbi.org/craft4. Craft is funded through the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. For more information about Craft or any of RCBI’s 










Gratchev to give Humanities Council lecture next month 
 
MARCH 24, 2021 
 
A public lecture,”The Russian Avant 
Garde under the Soviet Regime,” 
organized by the West Virginia 
Humanities Council, will be delivered 
by Marshall Professor Dr. Slav 
Gratchev virtually on Sunday, April 
25. 
 
The lecture will premiere on both 
Facebook and YouTube at 2 p.m. that 
day. Links will be posted online a few 
days prior. Those who wish to attend 
the lecture can visit the council’s 
Facebook page 
(facebook.com/wvhumanities), and a link to the YouTube premiere will be available on the council 
website’s Little Lectures page (wvhumanities.org/programs/little-lectures/). 
 
For further information or assistance, please contact West Virginia Humanities Council Program Officer 






Observatory growing its own talent with help from RCBI 
 
MARCH 24, 2021 
 
The National Science 
Foundation’s Green Bank 
Observatory has teamed with the 
Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) 
to develop the skilled workforce it 
needs to maintain operations of its 
numerous radio telescopes and 
other instruments, observing the 
universe to unlock the mysteries 
of outer space. 
 
The observatory’s mechanical 
division manufactures large 
structural parts for the instruments 
and smaller high-precision 
receiver components from aluminum, brass, copper and steel. 
 
Like many private machine shops, the mechanical division faces the prospect of losing highly trained 
machinists to retirement. Several of the division’s nine employees are approaching retirement age, said 
Tracy Samples, human resources manager for the observatory. 
 
“There’s virtually no better option in our area than to grow our own talent,” Samples said. 
 
RCBI’s Apprenticeship Works initiative provides the framework, support and training to do just that. 
Through the nationwide advanced manufacturing apprenticeship partnership, RCBI assists companies and 
organizations in 19 states in establishing registered apprenticeship programs in 20 manufacturing 
occupations. 
 
RCBI worked with Samples and observatory staff to create a customized apprenticeship program that 
ensures the technical know-how of experienced staff will be passed on to employees who are early in 
their careers. Priscilla Grimes and Nathaniel Langston work as computer-numerical-control (CNC) 
operator and programmer machinist apprentices at the observatory. Through Apprenticeship Works, they 
are completing on-the-job training under an experienced mentor and related training online as they build 
their skills. 
 
RCBI delivers train-the-trainer instruction and related online courses, provides a tracking system to record 
progress, serves as a consultant and covers a large part of the cost of implementing the apprenticeship 
program. The program is flexible. It can be changed to fit evolving needs and implemented on a schedule 
convenient for Samples and the observatory team. 
 
“The Green Bank Observatory is a worldwide leader in astronomical discovery,” said Lucinda Curry, 
RCBI’s director of Apprenticeship Works. “We’re proud that our proven, practical and cost-effective 
apprenticeship program can deliver solutions to bridge the skills gap in the observatory’s mechanical 
division as it works to solve the mysteries of the universe.” 
 
Apprenticeship Works is supported by an American Apprenticeship Initiative grant from the U.S. 
Department of Labor. To learn more about the program, contact Curry by e-mail at lcurry@rcbi.org or by 






Mansoor named March Fellow of the Month 
 
MARCH 24, 2021 
 
Kanaan Mansoor, M.D., (left) has been named fellow of the month for March at 
the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, announced 
Paulette S. Wehner, M.D., vice dean for graduate medical education. 
 
Mansoor is completing his first year of the three-year cardiology fellowship, 
which trains physicians in disorders of the heart and circulatory system. The 
fellowship is completed after a three-year residency in internal medicine. 
 
“A first-year fellow has many things that challenge them,” said Program 
Director Ellen Thompson, M.D.  “They are facing a new program, new policies 
and clinical procedures as well as studying for boards. Those factors, coupled 
with the activities of 2020, proved to be a year of challenges. Despite being a busy first-year fellow, Dr. 
Mansoor took time out of his rotation to help his peers learn the new electronic medical records (EMR) 
system while still maintaining a high level of care for his hospitalized patients. He made videos on how to 
access the new EMR and came to each training session to help us learn the difficult process. He devoted a 
lot of extra time and effort that has been very beneficial to his peers.” 
 
Mansoor completed his internal medicine residency at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine after 
earning his medical degree from Ziauddin Medical College in Pakistan. He plans to apply for an 
interventional cardiology fellowship upon completion of his training in June 2023. 
 
“To be recommended for fellow of the month by your program director during your first six months of 
training is exceptional,” Wehner said. “As a former, long-time cardiology program director, I know first-
hand how rigorous and overwhelming the first year of fellowship can be. Despite all that a first-year 
fellow faces, Dr. Mansoor made the time to help his colleagues develop a new EMR skill set. He is to be 
commended for a job well done.” 
 






Marshall Health brings Mohs micrographic skin cancer 
surgery to the Tri-State 
 
MARCH 24, 2021 
 
It is considered the most effective method for treating two of the 
most common forms of skin cancer – basal and squamous cell 
carcinomas. Mohs micrographic surgery is done gradually with 
local anesthesia in an outpatient setting during multiple 
sessions.  A specially trained surgeon incrementally removes 
layers of skin to ensure all cancerous cells are removed, while 
preserving healthy tissue. 
 
Mohs micrographic surgery service is now available at Marshall 
Health’s department of dermatology. With the addition this month 
of board-certified dermatologist and fellowship-trained Mohs surgeon Eduardo Vidal, M.D., local access 
to skin cancer treatment with a nearly 100 percent cure rate is closer to home. 
 
“Mohs surgery is a terrific option for patients with skin cancer, because it is precise, nearly painless and 
highly effective,” said Charles L. Yarbrough, M.D., professor and chair of the department of dermatology 
at Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “We are thrilled Dr. Vidal has joined our 
team of providers at Marshall Dermatology and the Edwards Comprehensive Cancer Center at Cabell 
Huntington Hospital and as an assistant professor at the School of Medicine.” 
 
Vidal, a Florida native, earned his medical degree from the University of Miami Miller School of 
Medicine in Miami, Florida. He completed his dermatology residency at Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland, and a Mohs micrographic surgery and cutaneous oncology 
fellowship at Roger Williams Cancer Center in Providence, Rhode Island. 
 
Vidal has more than seven years of experience in dermatologic surgery and Mohs, most recently as a 
Mohs surgeon at the Florida Dermatology and Skin Cancer Centers in Inverness, Florida.  He is board 
certified by the American Academy of Dermatology. 
 
Vidal is also a retired U.S. Army colonel and flight surgeon who served as the 1st Armored Division 
Surgeon, held several military leadership assignments and completed three combat and operational 
military deployments. He has been awarded the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart Medal, the Order of 
Military Medical Merit, the Noble Patron of Armor and many other distinguished military awards and 
honors. 
 
“I’m honored to bring Mohs surgery to the Huntington area and excited to join Marshall’s medical school 
faculty,” said Vidal, who previously served as a U.S. Army Special Forces medic clinical preceptor and 
an associate professor of dermatology at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences in 
Bethesda, Maryland. 
 

















New Cases Since March 10, 2021 
   Students: 17 
   Faculty: 0 
   Staff*: 0 
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.) 
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, 
Pleasant Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care. 








The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed March 31, 2021. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, March 29, 2021. 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/March-24-2021. 
